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2000 BC. In tombs in Thebes and
ancient Memphis they have found
many small painted puppets of

Rome. (Baird)

700-900 AD. Puppets perform
Bible stories and pantomimes in

ivory and wood whose limbs can be
moved by pulling a string. (Joseph)

2000 BC. In India it is possible that
puppets existed before human
actors. Impersonation was seen as a
religious taboo. Puppets made of

170 AD. Apuleius writes
about the marionettes of
his day that had movable

1250-1517 AD. In Egypt they used Mamluk
style Shadow puppets in the streets of Cairo

eyes, neck and limbs.
(Joseph)

1338-1344 AD. Manuscript
illumination of puppet theater in Roman
d’Alexander Netherlands Manuscript.

wool, wood, buffalo horn, and ivory
were popular with children as well
as adults. Large talking puppets
were seen on stage with human
actors as well. (Currell, Joseph,
Baird)

Leningrad hermitage
museum has a fertility
figure with movable
phallus that dates to
500 BC. (Baird)

500 BC. Heroditus
refers to a fertility
figure 20” high that had
a phallus that could be
erected by pulling a
string. (Baird)
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395-640 AD. In Egypt they found a

(Westwood)

1611 AD. Anything the live theater did in
the commedia dell’arte the puppets adopted
and kept in use, never discarding the old but
combining it with the new and becoming
ever more elaborate. (Joseph)

marionette theatre in the cabin of a barge
that had two small ivory doors. The rod
across the front of the stage still had
wires on it. It is believed that the theatre
was used for religious rites. (Joseph)

726 AD. Byzantine iconoclasts
destroy images and anything that
could be an idol. Puppets are no
exception. (Joseph)

1086 AD. Abbot Hughs of Cluny
denounces religious marinettes in
the Churches. (Joseph)

1100 AD. Marionettes are
playthings as well as
performance tools. (Banham)

1210 AD. Pope Innocent
again denounces Marionettes
in churches. (Joseph)

1545-1563 AD. Council of Trent
removes marionettes from the
church. (Joseph, Currell, Baird.)

1550 AD. Marionettes shows are an
everyday occurrence performing
nightly in theatres and houses of the
wealthy. (Joseph)

1562 AD. All types of plays performed
with marionettes, from Prodigal Son to
Julius Ceasar. (Banham)




